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Black nightshade, also called
deadly nightshade, was known in
the past as Solanum americanum or
Solanum nigrum. This plant is a
dark green, slender-branched,
hairless annual growing as tall as
3 feet.

The gently pointed oval leaves
have smooth margins. White or pur-
ple-tinged flowers are about 0.25
inch in diameter. They give rise to
small clusters of round, green fruit
that turn black at maturity.

Distribution and habitat
Black nightshade is found

across Texas and most of the east-
ern half of the United States.
Within Texas, it is more abundant
in the eastern half. These plants
often grow in thickets, openings in
woods and in disturbed soil and
spread into cultivated fields.
Regions: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10.

Toxic agent
The toxic agents of black night-

shade are glycoalkaloids like those
found in the other nightshades.
This plant, though called deadly
nightshade, is probably less toxic
than some of the other common
species. This is not the same plant
as the European black nightshade
(Solanum nigrum).

Its broad distribution and fre-
quent evidence of having been 
grazed without associated live-
stock poisonings support its rela-
tive safety. Unlike many other
nightshade species, its fruit is sus-
pected to be more toxic when
green than when ripe. Poisonings
occur only when large amounts
are consumed.

Livestock signs
The signs of poisoning may be

related to the nervous system or
the gastrointestinal tract.

They may include:
• Anorexia
• Depression
• Excessive salivation
• Diarrhea or constipation
• Muscle trembling
• Weakness
• Colic

The very small seeds may be
found in the gastrointestinal con-
tents of dead animals.

Integrated management
strategies

Avoidance is the best insurance
against this plant. At times, black
nightshade may almost cover pens
that have been vacant for some
time. Do not use the pens if green
fruits are present.

Black Nightshade
Solanum ptycanthum

1. Pineywoods
2. Gulf Prairies and Marshes
3. Post Oak Savannah
4. Blackland Prairies
5. Cross Timbers and Prairies
6. South Texas Plains
7. Edwards Plateau
8. Rolling Plains


