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Foreword

Predator control is one of the most controversial topics in wildlife management.  On the
one hand, many livestock producers feel it is a necessary tool to maintain their economic
viability.  On the other, advocates of animal rights oppose the taking of animal life for
any purpose.  Currently, wildlife managers on private lands are increasingly using
predator management as a part of their overall game management systems in the hopes
of increasing productivity.  We convened this symposium to explore the current state of
knowledge regarding the effects of predators on populations of economically important
wildlife species;  principally game animals such as deer, turkey, and quail.  Our goal is
not to advocate any one position but to explore in an unbiased way the current state of
our knowledge, and to openly discuss the pros and cons of predator control.  It is clear
from the papers in this volume that much is known and that much remains to be known.
It is also clear that a wide range of views exist regarding the efficacy and necessity of
predator management.  It is our sincere hope that this proceedings will be a starting point
for discussion and further research, and will be useful to persons identifying with all
sides of the issue.

—  The Steering Committee —
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